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    In a marathon session, local business 
and military professionals and area 
leaders interviewed 90 applicants in 
one day, but despite the talented pool of 
candidates, they hired no one. 
    It’s not that they were being too 
selective; it’s just that the individuals 
won’t be legally able to work for 
another few years.  They are sixth 
graders who are 11 and 12 years old. 
    Despite their young age, the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center 
students already know what career they 
want, have researched their field and 
prepared resumes, answers to tough 
questions and questions to ask of the 
prospective employers. 
    “Every student has been well 
prepared,” says Sgt. 1st Class Fallicia 
Keith, a combat medic on Fort 

Community leaders volunteer 
to interview 90 sixth graders

Leonard Wood who serves as the Non 
Commissioned Officer in Charge of 
Surgery at General Leonard Wood Army 
Community Hospital and is a 1992 
Waynesville High School graduate.  
“These students have more poise and 
presence than some adults I have 
interviewed. This is truly preparing our 
kids for tomorrow.”
    This massive interview session is just 
one of the many ways the school strives 
to exceed the state’s push for college 
and career readiness at all levels. 
    “This was fun and a once-in-a-
lifetime experience to be interviewed 
by professionals at this age,” says sixth 
grader Maliyah Lemus. “It was a lot of 
work. I was researching every day and 
evening to prepare for this.”  

Community leaders, including LTC Robin Harrold volunteered to interview 90 
students at the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center as part of their college and career 
ready curriculum.  

Top to bottom, Sgt 1st Class Fallicia 
Keith, Mike Keeling, Steve Crabtree and 
Lisa Schwandt interview sixth graders. Continued on page 2



    The school’s 400+ students competed 
to be among the 90 selected to be 
interviewed. 
    “They put in so much effort to get 
here,” says Sybill Lough, the owner of 
Sybill’s Restaurant in St. James. “This 
is so beneficial to the students because 
it exposes them to working adults who 
have careers in their fields of interest.” 
    Lough readily volunteered to 
participate in interviews after speaking 
earlier in the year about owning a 
restaurant to sixth graders who were 
exploring opening a restaurant.  
    “The students are pretty amazing,” 
Lough says. “I was thinking about when 
I was in sixth grade and I am surprised 
by how firmly they know what they 
want to do. They have clearly defined 
goals.”
    Mike Beattie, a retired drama and 
debate teacher, also praised the students 
professionalism. “I know we have 
really bright students in this district, but 
even I was surprised by the confidence 
they have shown,” he says. “I would 
want every one of these students on the 
debate team if I was still teaching.”  
    Interviewers were especially struck 
by how students defined success and 
failure. “Failure in their eyes is quitting 
and giving up,” Keith says. “It’s not 
trying something and something not 
working. In this school, students see 
things differently. ”
    A self-described people person, 
Lemus wants to pursue a career 
in pediatric medicine and cited a 
pediatrician as someone she admires. 

“He is always smiling 
and lets you know what 
is going to happen next,” 
she says. “He brings 
happiness to the room. 
He’s a good listener, gets 
the job done and takes the 
pressure off the patient. 
That’s what I want to be 
like.”
    The professionals 
received copies of their 
candidates’ resumes in 
advance.
    “I could tell these 

students were over-achievers 
on paper, but they met and exceeded 
my expectations in person,” says 
LTC Dan Grieser, an attorney and 
senior legal instructor in Fort Leonard 
Wood’s Military Police School. “They 
were confident and able to conduct a 
professional interview.” 
    Grieser considered himself lucky to 
be able to participate in the event. 
    “This has been a fantastic opportunity 
to not only meet my daughter’s 
(Danika) fellow classmates, but also 
to meet members of the community,” 
Grieser says. 
    From the 90 students, 12 top students 
were selected to participate in an 
etiquette lunch that will be held at the 
Waynesville Career Center: Emilly 
Pereira, Brayden Schellingberger, 
Janice Brown, Emily Zuber, Heidi 
Spencer, Lily Lommer, Maliyah Lemus, 
Jasmyn Moore, Elizabeth Ruth, Zachary 
Moore, Tessa Scott, Callie Zarcone, 
Tristan Dowling, Bradley Davis, 
Isabella Nichols, Denim Huling and 
Victoria La Torre Serrano. 

Interviews

    The Waynesville Sixth Grade Center 
opened with the innovative concept 
of being student-led and developing 
leaders through Stephen Covey’s 
“Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
People.” 
    “This is as good as it gets,” says 
Marsha Smith, the sixth grade center’s 
principal as she reflected on the school’s 
first effort to bring professionals and 
students together. “Other districts come 
to see what we are pioneering here, 
but to have local members come and 
participate and be a part of what we 
are doing is so meaningful to us. The 
community is the backbone of our 
school support system and to have this 
caliber of individuals come and spend 
their time volunteering has been a win-
win.” 
    AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps/VISTA 
members helped organize the event. The 
community volunteers included: 
Anitra Rivera, Missouri S&T human 
resources; Fallicia Keith, medic, Fort 
Leonard Wood; Clara Ichord, politics/
education and a retired principal; Bill 
O’Neal, pastor; Staff Sgt. John Seman, 
Non-Commission Officer (training 
MP Officers); Mike Niess, Culver’s 
Restaurant manager; Sybill Lough, 
Sybill’s Restaurant; Lisa Schwandt, 
retired educator/school board member; 
Mike Keeling, engineer/school board 
member; Jim Braithwait, Missouri 
Department of Conservation;
Steve Crabtree, Missouri Highway 
Patrol; LTC Robin Harrold/Ft. Leonard 
Wood Hospital; Keith Pritchard, 
Security Bank; Mike Dunbar,  
Security Bank; Dr. Baumgarner, Best 
Friends Vet; Daniel Grieser, JAG; and
Michael Beattie, retired educator.

Continued from page 1

Sybill Lough interviews a student. 

The 12 students who will advance to the etiquette round. 



    A fifth grade class at Partridge Elementary 
Skyped with different government officials. 
    The students of Sara Allen’s fifth grade class 
started their government unit by learning about the different types of government. 
They focused on local, state and national government. Once they learned about 
the different governments, they began forming questions about local and state 
government. After forming the questions, the class wrote letters to both Waynesville 
Mayor Luge Hardman and State Representative Steve Lynch, inviting them to Skype 
with the class to answer their questions. Having their clipboards and pencils ready, the 
class gathered in the computer lab for the interviews. Both Hardman and Lynch did 
a great job  answering all of the students’ questions, along with adding entertaining 
stories along the way. 

Fifth graders 
Skype with 
elected officials

    In the district’s Super Bowl door 
decorating and kitchen contests, the 
winners were 1st place overall: Wood 
Elementary (see photos) and 1st place 
kitchen: Waynesville High School
    In addition to the overall winners, 
the following awards were given to 
each school.
    East Elementary – Best dressed 
      cafeteria staff
    Thayer Elementary – Best Super 
      Bowl Fans
    Partridge Elementary – Best student- 
      lead tour
    Piney Ridge Center – Best student-  
      designed Super Bowl theme
    6th Grade Center – Best Healthy 
      Slogan “Wealth is Health”
    Freedom Elementary – Best Super 
      Bowl/football decorations
    The judges were Rick and Cheryl 
Vernon, Marti Bishop and Barb 
Pritchard.

Wood 
wins 
Super 
Bowl 
contest

    In January, the Waynesville Middle School FCCLA students sold snowman 
cheese stick snacks to raise money to send stuffed snowmen and cards to the 
children receiving treatment at the St. Louis Children’s Hospital. 
    The students sold the snacks with messages attached and had every student 
or staff member who purchased one sign a card to go to a child in the hospital. 
    “The FCCLA students wanted to do a fundraiser but also wanted to do 
a service project as well. They were excited to try something new to raise 
money for the chapter but also benefit a worthwhile cause,” says Treslyn 
Pollreisz, FCCLA sponsor. 
    The cards and stuffed snowmen were sent the first week in February with 
hopes of the children at the hospital receiving their Waynesville winter wishes 
before Valentine’s Day. 
    “We just wanted the children to know someone was thinking of them while 
they were in the hospital. If we could put a smile on a child’s face and warm 
their heart, we will have accomplished what we set out to do.” Pollreisz says. 

WMDS students give to 
children at children’s hospital



101 Days of school mean 101 Dalmatian (Spot Day) in Jamie Erlewine’s 
kindergarten classroom at East Elementary. Students created addition equations 
and illustrated the math problems on their Dalmatian crafts.

101 days

Senior Nya Dorsey was named Courtwarming queen on Friday, Feb. 5.  The 
queen and her court are Sophomore Andrea Ramos, Senior Emily Lucitt, Senior 
Sarah Snyder, Courtwarming Queen Senior Nya Dorsey, Senior D’Anna Hasik, 
Junior Lindzie King and Freshman Lyra Devane.

Courtwarming queen

    Mary Myers’ classroom had a fun-
filled day of learning on the 100th day 
of school. 
    Her class enjoyed celebrating the 
100th day of school at East Elementary. 
Some of the activities her class 
completed on this special day were:
    • writing their numbers to 100
    • counting to 100
    • reading books about the 100th 
      day of school
    • stamping 100 pictures in the 
      computer lab and printing them
      out
    • reading 100 rhyming words
    • taking an “old” picture of us
    • 100th day t-shirt show-and-tell
    • finding 100 Hershey Kisses 
      hidden around the room
    • coloring 100 balloons on our 
      100th Day Certificate    
    • making a necklace with 100 Fruit 
       Loops
    • graphing 100 items on Graph 
      Club in the Computer Lab

100 days

Students in Jessica Grosvenor’s 
classroom celebrate 100 days.



    The Waynesville R-VI School 
District announced today, Feb. 11, 
2016, that East Elementary has had a 
second confirmed case of chickenpox. 
The first was announced on Feb. 3. 
    Additional information is available 
on the CDC website at http://www.
cdc.gov/chickenpox/about/overview.
html.  If you have any further questions 
or need additional information, please 
consult your healthcare provider. 

Second case of 
chickenpox at East

Senior Kallie Bildner now holds 
the Waynesville High School Girls 
Basketball records for the most 
points – 1,917 – and the most 
rebounds, 1,094.  

    Zachary Gorenflo, an eighth grader, has been named the Waynesville Middle School 
Student of the Month for February and was honored Tuesday, Feb. 9, at the monthly 
Rotary Club meeting.
    The son of William and Candice Gorenflo, he is an A student. His teachers describe 
him as being kind, respectful and committed to academics. He is a very diligent student 
who is meticulous, punctual and prepared for learning.  Gorenflo is active in the band 
program and loves playing percussion.  He is also a member of National Junior Honor 
Society and enjoys baseball and track.  He is a member of the Boy Scouts and is 
currently a Life Scout working on his Eagle Scout.  In the future, Gorenflo would like 
to work in engineering or law enforcement. 

Gorenflo named WMDS student of month

Present for the awarding of the student of the month were William and Candice 
Gorenflo, parents; Zachary Gorenflo; Michele Sumter, WMDS principal; Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent; and Jim Standfast, Rotary president. 

    Sean Sax, a sophomore, was named the Waynesville High School Student of the 
Month by the Rotary Club of Pulaski County on Feb. 9. 
    The son of Ed and Karen Sax, he is a member of the A/B Honor Roll and is enrolled 
in Project Lead The Way courses and advanced coursework in math. Sax plans to 
study nuclear engineering or teaching/coaching. Sax serves as the SPL of Boy Scout 
Troop 202 and is completing his Eagle Scout project. He is a returning state medalist in 
wrestling and was named 2016 Conference Champion and Ozark Conference Wrestler 
of the Year for the Conference Tournament. 

Participaing in the award presentation were Ed and Karen Sax, his parents; Sean 
Sax; Courtney Long, WHS principal; Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and Jim 
Standfast, Rotary president. 

Sax named WHS student of month

Senior girls basketball player Kallie 
Bildner and senior cheerleader 
Elizabeth Bellamy were recognized 
during senior night at the Feb. 11 
game. 

It’s a record



Students competed 
in multiple areas, 
including auto 
collision repair, 
auto service, 
nursing, computer 
information, 
computer 
maintenance, 
construction, 
culinary arts, graphic 
design, printing, 
video production 
and welding in the 
District Skills USA 
competition Feb. 5 at 
the WCC. 

Skills 
USA



Skills 
USA


